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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 


FROM! J3A£,--*©MPHIS (44-1987) (P*) 
SUBJECT: i^CRKin^) * 
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' Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies 
FD-302s reflecting Interviews with CHARLES Q>^STE' 
Memphis, Tennessee, on 4/5/68, on 4/5/68, and on 
enclosed are two copies of a sworn affidavit giv^ 
STEPHENS during June, 1968* 



each “of thr 
PHENS »t 0m- 
4/24/68 * - Also 
a by 




Mr. HARVEY GIPSON, an fLttQPney at Memphis, Tennessee, 
has contacted' the Memphis Office andThas. advised that he is 
represent ing.-CHARLES Q. STEPHENS, who is attempting to collect 
approximately $100,000 in reward sonies which were offered by. 
local newspapers and by others at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING ^ 
was killed, .• •• -•*•- 

GIPSON stated he has filed a civil suit in the Shelby /i 
County Chancery Court at Memphis. He vindicated be has obtained 
copies of statements furnished to the" State Attorney General** f 
Office And he indicated he is aware that there are several sigufrd 
statements furnished by STEPHENS to the FBI during this ‘ 
investigation. Jr, GIPSON stated be hopes the FBI will tiirn 
these statements over to him voluntarily*,* but indicated be ^ 
will seek them through c‘ourt action 4 f neccessary,?"-' 



W^.s- 4 ^.* ■ 




- 
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No admission was made to GIPSON as to whether or not ] 
STEPHENS had furnished any signed statements to the FBI. ^ A 
review of the Memphis file does not indicate that STEPHENS has^’ 
ever furnished a signed) Statement to the FBI, and the only 
signed document which jean/be located is the enclosed affidavit.: 
The Bureau will note y.hs ua copy of this affidavit was previously 
furnished to the Hire! u $y Memphis airtel dated 6/13/68. 4^1$ 
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^believed that this affidavit was furnished to a 
h’attorney and it may have been use'd in connect ioi 
extradition .of JAMES EARL RAT frost England* < < 

It is suggested that the Bureau discu* 
Department what. action is desired regarding GIPi 
for Information 'appearing in FBI files* It is i 
recommended that we decline to furnish GIPSON ai 
as it is believed that any cooperation on our 
encourage GIPSON to seek more and more Informat: 
substantiate his client’s claim* It is .Also fe! 
information furnished by STEPHENS was ifot of su: 
importance to justify any regard* 

Memphis office is having no further c< 
. GIPSON UACB. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 






’ * ' CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6 b, .422% Sot 
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of 
/t. '/19$8, he was with his wife at the above address, 

V '"•that at about 3t30p.m., oh the above date, he bee 
/ on a table model radio of his which was in need oi 
He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed 
table which was against the wall that was adjacent 
-bathroom which was used by all tenants cn his floe 
was working on his radio he could hear the man in 
apartment to him. Apartment 5B, leave his" room sei 
U'^r. and go into the bathroom. Hr. STEPHENS stated the 
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartmei 
. afternoon because he could hear the door of Aparts 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to 
the bathroom door would open and then -close* > 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during these var: 
the individual'in Apartment 5B made to the bathroi 
to flush the toilet or- to run any water with the < 
J * the last time he was in the bathroom. At this tii 
:> the toilet. He stated that this individual seeme< 
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At ab< 
- . on April 4, 1968, Hr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom 
this noise, Mr. STEPHENS tan from the kitchen wher 
Sp*. his radio to his door that led to the hallway. H 

M only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon ope 
Phe saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a padkag 
fe feet long and wrapped in What appeared to bejhews 
; the sum run down the hall and then turn left as i 
vv : • to leave the apartment building. As this was hap 
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in. Apartment 4B, came out of 
went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STE 
of his window. STEPHENS said that he then looked 
ps^^vlcitdhen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and 
policemen scurrying about and people running sere 
^^vicinity of the hotel. >;Pv,‘,;P j/U 



4/7/6^^^K| 

ith Main 
April 

He stated : 

fan. working jjgjgfe 
: ■ repair, 

it on^thf^^^^p-; 

>r. As 
the -next 

reral times - 
it he knew ^MBM^ 
it5B 

lent SB . 

the bat^Po«u^p' 

Lous trips that 4 
tm he failed 
exception, of ■**- 
no he flushed'^ ■' 
i to be spending 
out 6*00 p.m.^%' • 

Which he describee 
. Upon hearing 
e he was repairing 
s stated this is 
ning the^d ^^^^ P : 



pening WILLII 
his apartment 
PHENS to look 
out of his M 
saw a lot of 
aming in the 








— .. : r.D ate dictated . 

joemuA cmU&w M\0m wc »w»b b3 i>Uo«u nor concluofono W As FBI. A U Aw proparty of Aw WA «m li lm ii l U 
SHCI S and K* conUnU art Mwte attributed ouUld# your ttmy. 


■ i 

5S 


4 







'• v d&'Zr 1 




MB 44-1087 

a .-..., 


.•■ ~-0m 

■ r j »y 


Mr. STEPHENS stated that the man who was in 
Apartment. SB had checked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, *1968. He stated he was sure of this because he had **gg 
heard “the landlady showing him the apartment at tbit time; B» ^ 
stated he glancod out of his door and. got a fairly good look atj 
the man who he described as being a white male; 5* 10-11" | 
weighing 165 pounds; slender build; ruddy complexion; sandy 
hair; had a long, sharp pointed nose; wearing what appeared tO'T: 
be a dark blue or black suit, white shirt and dark tie* • 


Hr, STEPHENS stated that the mat; who hel saw running;^ 
out of the bathroom closely resembled the man who had checked 'j§|j| 
into Apartment SB. He said he could only see the naan who raajpi| 
from the bathroom from behind, but his general build, hair : 
coloring and clothes were the same as the individual in 
Apartment 5B. • . _ ' | *. ... 


Hr, STEPHENS described »the 'individual J 
out of the bathyoom as follows: 


tftei 


saw, running | 

• • • * 

. . .-w - vVWfc** Ik' iK ’ 


Hex- fMale . ... 

Z height 6* 10-11* . 

Height 168 ■ . 

Build * ^ Slender 

Complexion. Buddy* * ' 

Bair Sandy; slightly on dark side 

- * ^ Clothing ••• ^Hearing dark suit. . 

** -Mr; : STEPHENS added that he had never netijfche aumWho 


Height 
Height 
. Build 
Complexion 
' ' Bair 
'‘‘ Clothing - - 


'' *, ?£■: ' . ' ** . 


^pfr^ehecked into Apartment SB, talked to him, or knew his name # ^^^^g. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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^ - Ur. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS. Soon 6- 

. , * *22} 8. Main, Street, furnished the following is 

•. - Lieutenant j\ D, HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphj 

,» * Department, and SA. FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON: 

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated he is 46 yes 
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north wing < 
. house, the address of which is 422} 8. Jfain Stx 
. Rooming house actually covers the secoiid floor, 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS* room being 1< 
north building in the southeast corner of the : 

Sometime fa the late afternoon of Api 
.! he and his wife were in their room,. His wifo, 
« w,> recently been in the hospital for an' extended ] 
time, was in* bed in their combination of livinj 
' ^ Be was in the kitchen, which is east of the U\ 
: 'y Be was repairing a radio on a table located at 
wall of the kitchen. Immediately north? of hie 
bathroom which is located at the east end of . ai 
hallway in the north building. While he was r< 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, 

' certain that shot came from the bathroom from i 
with in. just a few feet of where he Vas sitting < 
way of knowing the time but can only estimate i 
^' ; ^J; . hetwe9n 5:00 •“* •SOO PM. 

Ujjpon hearing .this ' shot ,he 'mmlkedjMri 
’ through his living-bedroom and opened the door 
fhe hallway and observed 'a man running west doi 
and this man was carrying a large bundle of soi 
fe^^ould estimate that 'this bundle or package was 
'3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick.? Alt! 
;:^;^aan and the bundle only momentarily, he gained 
S:’/*. : v^% ; that the bundle was wrapped in something, > possj 
l%]^^This man continued running to the end of the hi 
i^^^Jeft^ (south) and apparently thereafter ran dowi 
!the street, although be- could not actually 
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i % •-,«•->* had knocked tm Hr. STEPHENS *» door end somewhal 
v^«;- inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom 

f :T^;’ ; r ■ ft was at the end of this latter peri 

tbatvHr. STEPHENS heard the above described sh< 
;^ggA> r was certain cane iron the bathroon. stated 
^^p>^.after'the shot was fired he heard some people^ 
^^^■ the street^ east of the building where helives, 
Due to the excitement of the moment," the factl 
^131^ across the street in the vicinity of the Lorra: 
' ftre screaming, and the fact that his hearing i 
^f-‘";- ,; best, he did not hear any additional noises ea 
bathroom • He pointed out that he would expect 
#i|S; ; “scuffle" cowing from the bathroom if the man ii 

'IpS-£ : ‘ >-had fired the shot that killed HABTIH LUfHEB K 
|^Mf':4' r vVc annot recall hear ihg such a Scuffle." He sti 
simply has noway of knowing whether the r man cai 
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out < 
the hall toward the front of the building, or 1 


in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom 
hallway toward the front of the building .vfie 1 
•^aaaagyi^ -hesitate a few moments after hearing the shot Ji 
^B Ei^^ ^screaming outside before he went to the door <m 
he hall to see fhe man running carrying |i 
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